SS HS HCS HB 349, 120, 136 & 328 -- CONCEALED FI REARMS

This bill allows individuals to carry concealed firearns. The
bill establishes a procedure for obtaining an endorsenent on a
person’s driver’s license that entitles the person to carry a
concealed firearm Sheriffs will issue certificates of
qualification to applicants who neet the requirenents for

obtai ning the endorsenent, which include training in the use of
firearnms, a background check, and the paynent of a fee. The bil
al so creates the county sheriff's revolving fund, in which the
fees for these endorsenents will be deposited. Any noney in a
county sheriff’s revolving fund may be expended at the direction
of the sheriff w thout prior approval of the governing board of
t he county.

The bill sets forth the qualifications necessary to acquire a
certificate of qualification and a procedure by which the
certificate nust be granted by county sheriffs to anyone neeting
the qualifications. The Departnent of Revenue will issue a new
driver’s or nondriver’s license containing the conceal ed firearns
endorsenent to the applicant. Conceal ed carry endorsenents w ||
be valid for three years.

QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR OBTAI NI NG A CONCEALED CARRY ENDORSEMENT

To qualify for the certificate needed to acquire a conceal ed
carry endorsenent, individuals nust:

(1) Be at least 23 years of age;

(2) Be a citizen of the United States;

(3) Have resided in Mssouri for at |least six nonths or be a
menber of the mlitary, or the spouse of a menber, stationed in
M ssouri ;

(4) Not have been found guilty of a felony;

(5) Not have been found guilty, in the five years preceding the
application, of a m sdeneanor involving a crine of violence or
two m sdeneanors involving either al cohol-related driving

of fenses or possession of a controlled substance;

(6) Not be a fugitive fromjustice;

(7) Not be currently charged with a fel ony;

(8) Not be dishonorably discharged fromthe arned forces;

(9) Not have engaged in a pattern of behavior, docunented in



public records, that causes the sheriff to have a reasonabl e
belief that the applicant presents a danger to hinself, herself,
or others;

(10) Not have been adjudged nentally inconpetent or rel eased
froma nmental health facility for five years prior to the
application;

(11) Not be the respondent in a valid full order of protection
currently in effect;

(12) Be fingerprinted,

(13) dear a crimnal background check by the state and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation; and

(14) Conply with training requirenents established by the bill
TRAI NI NG REQUI REMENTS

Applicants for a conceal ed carry endorsenent nust conplete a
firearns safety course provided by an instructor certified by a
state or federal |aw enforcenent agency or the National Rifle
Associ ation. The bill specifies the required curriculum which
i ncludes classroomwork and live firing exercises. The bil
specifies the training required for the certification of a
firearns safety instructor. Instructors nust keep their course
records available for at |least four years. Instructors who
provi de false information about the performance of an applicant
in the training programare guilty of a class C m sdeneanor

ADM NI STRATI VE PROVI SI ONS

Sheriffs in first classification counties nay authorize police
chiefs in the nunicipalities within their county to process
applications for certificates of qualification. Sheriffs nust

rei nburse the nunicipalities for the reasonabl e expenses incurred
as a result.

Sheriffs nust request the crimnal background check within three
wor ki ng days of the subm ssion of the conpleted application and
must issue a certificate of qualification to the applicant within
three days of the receipt of the conpleted background check.
Sheriffs nust issue a certificate without a federal crimnal
background check if the background check has not been received
Wi thin 45 days. Sheriffs nmay deny an application if there is
reason to believe an applicant lied on the application. Denials
must be communicated in witing, state the grounds for denial,
and informthe applicant of the right to amend and resubmt the
application for a 30-day period. The bill specifies an appeal



formand a process by which the sheriff wll re-exam ne an
anended application and, if still not approved, the applicant may
appeal through the small clains court. Sheriffs nust keep
records of all applications and report the issuance of al
certificates of qualification to the M ssouri Uniform Law

Enf or cenent System (MJULES). Application fees nmay not exceed
$100, and renewal fees nmay not exceed $50.

The application nmust contain a conspicuous warning that false

statenents will constitute perjury, a class D felony.
Endor senents issued to anyone who later fails to neet any of the
requirenents will be suspended or revoked. An endorsenent hol der

must notify the Departnent of Revenue within 30 days of changing
his or her nane or address. Endorsenent hol ders who have their
endor senent revoked may petition the small clains court for

rei nstatenent. Any person aggrieved by a final decision in snal
clains court nmay petition the associate circuit court for a trial
de novo. The court, upon a finding that a plaintiff brought an
action agai nst an endorsenent hol der w thout a reasonabl e basis
and with an intent to harass the endorsenent hol der, nmay assess
all costs and fees to the plaintiff, including attorney fees,

whi ch are presuned to be $150 per hour.

LI M TATI ONS ON WHERE CONCEALED FI REARMS NMAY BE CARRI ED

Endorsenents to carry a concealed firearmare not valid in nmany
pl aces, including: ©police stations (wthout the consent of the
chief law enforcenent officer); polling places on el ection day;
correctional facilities; courthouses; airports; bars; schools
(wi thout the consent of school officials); child care facilities
(without the consent of the facility nmanager); hospitals;

stadi unms; amusenent parks; ganbling facilities (w thout the
consent of the manager); churches (w thout the consent of the
mnister); any place where the carrying of a firearmis

prohi bited by federal |aw, the neeting place of any el ected
officials (except for the elected officials thensel ves who have
endorsenents); or any privately owned property where the owner
has posted that the prem ses are off-limts to conceal ed
firearnms. The bill also allows governnmental units to [imt
concealed firearns in their public buildings. Violating

prohi bitions on carrying concealed firearns in certain | ocations
is grounds for being denied access to or being renoved fromthe
prem ses. Frequent violators are subject to nonetary penalties
and endor senent suspensions.

UNLAWFUL USE OF A V\EAPON

The bill also changes the crime of unlawful use of a weapon. The
bill:



(1) Renoves the prohibition on the carrying of a firearm or
ot her weapon capabl e of lethal use into any public gathering;

(2) Adds coroners and nedical examners to the list of officials
who are exenpt fromcertain parts of the crineg;

(3) Exenpts persons with a valid concealed firearmpermt from
M ssouri or another state fromcertain acts that constitute the
crine;

(4) darifies that peace officers are exenpt fromcertain acts
that constitute the crinme when off duty or outside of their
jurisdiction;

(5 Alows a person who is at |east 21 years of age and who
| awf ul | y possesses a concealable firearmto transport the firearm
in the passenger conpartnment of a notor vehicle;

(6) Increases the penalty for possessing a firearmwhile

i ntoxi cated. Under current law, it is class B m sdeneanor. The
bill makes it a class A m sdeneanor if the gun is not | oaded and
a class Dfelony if it is |oaded; and

(7) Allows certain acts that would constitute the crinme if those
acts are a |lawful act of defense.



